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There were about 35 to 40 students in the Chemistry Institute 50X1
specializing in the study of coke oven factorles. Six professors provided all the
instruction. The quality of instruction was high as a result of the almost fanatic

interest of the students and professors in coke ovens, end of the close relationship

of the professors with the students.

The first year in the Institute for all students was for general study. During the
second or third year, the students began to specialize in one of the major flelds offered;
mineralogy, coke ovens, naptha industry, mines and genersl lsborstory. The general
laboratory students were almost all female and sbout 10% of the remsinder of

the students in the Chemistry Institute were female.

The men were required to attend military camp somewhere between Leningred and Moscow
for about three weeks every summer, None of the students knew the location of the camp
because the windows of the trains in which they were transported were covered over.
After graduation, the men were coumissioned as officers in the reserve army.

Beginning with the third year, all students were sent to factories for practical training
for periods of from 45 to 90 days per year. ! A factory would have students from all

over the USSR. Students from the Chemlstry Institute in Dnepropetrovsk werc sent to
many factories. practical treining in one department of a
factory for more than one week.

At the time of graduation, each student in the coke oven factory department was required
to prepare a design for a coke oven factory, based on his practlcal and theoretical
training. Considerable detail was required in the plens as well as an explanation for
each of the required sections of the design. A group of five or six professors reviewed
the plans and subjected. the student to a severe oral examination. If not found qualified
the student was required to teke an extra year of imstruction. After graduation, students
spent three years at varlous asslgmments before they obteined diplomas.
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6. All students studied Communist theory as one of the curricula subjects. Realizing that
50X1 guch knowledge was s prerequisite to graduation, almost all of the students
50X1 (approximately 50) memorized the doctrine but few were convinced by it. afraid
50X1 to talk againet Communism, because \:|there were sples in the student body. However,
& chuckle or wink at eppropriate times from other studénts while studying demonstrated.
to me that the Communist ildeology was mot taken seriously. )

T+ All students were required to pass a final examination in Communist theory. The students
50X1 who had higher grades in these subjects recelved better assigmments. Generally, these
students also had higher merks in the other academic subjects as well so|  |not entirely
certaln that excellence in political indoctrination was the only factor in meking out

assignments.

8, Professor (fnu) Agroskin was the most important instructor at the Chemical Institute in
Dnepropetrovek. He was born about 1900 and was tall and slender, He was an Anti-Communist
but his consuming. passion was the study of ‘toke ovens.

9. Very few of the personnel working 1n the Dnepropetrovsk Coke Oven Factory . (DCOF) were
50X1 allowed to know what the products were or what the rate of production was. It was con-
sidered foolhardy to show interest in such things. There were 20 or 21 coke oven batteries
50X1 at DCOF in 1934, | [the capacity of the ovens or the ookimz period, bu‘(.|:

believe standerd figures were used from the text books.

10. If the DCOF had more gas than it needed for its work, the surplus was stored in ges tanks
and used by the plents imeni Lenin, Petrovskiy, an: DZMD.. . The remainder of the gas
was usually burned.

1l.  In 1931, two coke oven batteries were in operation in Dneprodzerzhinsk end two more bat-
teries: of the Becker system were under construction. In 1932 four coke oven batteries
of “the Becker system were in operation in the town of Alchewsk, Donbas, in the Ukraine,
Not fer from Alchevsk, in the town of Mekeyevka, there were alsc four coke oven batteries

' of the Becker system.

12. Pactory directors were changdl so frequently\ \Ilowever s & Mr.

50X1 (fnu) gchroeder was in cherge of the bridge factory which was & part of the "Petrowskiy"

50X1 factory in 10HO. \‘
s0x1 | ‘
13. A1l these plants were destroyed during World War II. The blest furnaces were blown up.
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